Handout 2.0 Examples for Components, Mechanisms and Phenomenon

Phenomenon: The outcome (questions) that we are trying to investigate

Currently the students are trying to find out how many fish can fit in an aquarium. Thus the phenomenon that the students are investigating is carrying capacity.

Mechanisms:  The processes that drive phenomena

So in terms of carrying capacity the mechanism of ‘fish excreting waste’ would be a mechanism that helps us understand the phenomenon of carrying capacity

Components: The components are the elements that interact  with one another
In the above example fish and waste would be the components 
Some other examples of CMP
Example 1: Photosynthesis

Phenomenon: Plants make their own food

Mechanism: Chlorophyll captures the sunlight and through photosynthesis, using water, CO2 and energy, makes food, in the form of sugar.

Components: Chlorophyll, leaves, sunlight, stems
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Example 2: Pollination
Phenomenon: Flowering plants are pollinated

Mechanism: When bees collect nectar the pollen gets attached to their bodies and they transfer it from flower to flower.

Components: Bees, flowers, pollen
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